An analysis of aboriginal mortality in NSW country regions, 1980-1981.
The total number of Aboriginal deaths occurring in selected country regions of New South Wales in 1980 and 1981 has been estimated, based on the deaths reported by Aboriginal health workers and those identified on the newly modified Form of Notification of Death. Aboriginal mortality was more than four times that of the total NSW population, with young and middle-aged adults having death rates up to 12 times higher. The Aboriginal expectation of life at birth was estimated at 48 years for men and 57 years for women. The principal causes of death were diseases of the circulatory system and injuries. The effect of alcohol appeared to be substantial, particularly in the 35-44 year age group.